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SHOHOLA TOWNSHIP 
   Board of Supervisors
                George C. Fluhr, Gregory P. Hoeper, Keith W. Raser
                Municipal Building
          159 Twin Lakes Road
         Shohola PA 18458

                                      March 14, 2013

ATTENDANCE:
· Supervisors; Chairman George C. Fluhr, Vice-Chair Gregory Hoeper, Keith Raser and others on the attached list.
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER at 7:29pm
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
· Motion to approve minutes of the Special Meeting on February 11, 2013, made by Supervisor Raser, second by Vice-Chair Hoeper, motion carried. 
· Motion to approve minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board on February 14, 2013, made by Supervisor Raser, second by Vice-Chair Hoeper, motion carried. 
· Motion to approve minutes of the Special Meeting of the Board on February 26, 2013, made by Supervisor Raser, second by Vice-Chair Hoeper, motion carried. 

 APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:

	Supervisor Raser read a statement prior to approving the expenditures stating that since the donation to Pike County ALS was approved by the prior administration Supervisor Raser made the motion to pay the balance of the donation for 2012 of $5,000.00, second by Vice-Chair Hoeper, motion carried.

·  Motion to approve expenditures as listed for February 2013, made by Vice-Chair Gregory Hoeper, second by Supervisor Raser, motion carried. 

APPROVAL OF TREASURERS REPORT: 
· Motion to approve Treasurer’s Report for February, made by  Supervisor Raser, second by Vice-Chair Hoeper, motion carried. 

 PLANNING COMMISSION 
· None

SOLICITORS REPORT
· None

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
· Shohola Township Park & Recreation Committee will be hosting the annual Easter Egg Hunt in Rohman Park on Saturday, March 23rd starting 12:00pm.  Come meet the Easter Bunny and hunt for Eggs.  There will be prizes and candy, so remember to bring your Easter basket.

OLD BUSINESS: 
· LERTA: A public hearing was held prior to the regular meeting to discuss and review the Ordinance for the tax abatement program.  Motion to adopt the findings based upon evidence presented at a public hearing that the entire land area of Shohola Township is a deteriorated area within the definition set forth in Local Economic Revitalization Tax Assistance Act, made by Chairman Fluhr, second by Supervisor Raser, motion carried.
· Motion to adopt the proposed Ordinance as Ordinance #75 and to authorize the Board of Supervisors to execute the same, made by Chairman Fluhr, second by Vice-Chair Hoeper, motion carried.
· Motion to authorize the creation of an application form to be approved at an upcoming meeting of the Board of Supervisors, made by Supervisor Raser, second by Chairman Fluhr, motion carried.
· Bids for Police vehicle:  Sealed bids were opened and the following were presented to the public.  2004 Ford Expedition: 1) Yousef Dabbage $1156.00; 2) Sulli Motors $735.00; 3) DeNaples $600.00; 4) Joseph Ozsmanski $501.00; 5) Chicago Motors $1307.00.  Motion to reject all bids as submitted, made by Chairman Fluhr second by Supervisor Raser , motion carried.
· Motion to re-advertise the Ford Expedition with a minimum of $3000.00 made by Chairman Fluhr, second by Vice-Chair Hoper, motion carried.
· Bids for Road Department vehicle:  Sealed bids were opened for the 2000 Ford F550. 1) K.A.I. Excavating $5800.00; 2) Ron Tussell $13,575.99; 3) DeNaples $4800.00; 4) Big Bear $6800.00; 5) Charles Steuhl $10,651.00; 6) Sulli Motors $1255.00; 7) Vincent Robertson $5375.00; and 8) C&L Construction $12,505.00.  Motion to accept the bid from Ron Tussell for the 2000 Ford F550 in the amount of $13,575.99 made by Supervisor Raser, second by Chairman Fluhr, motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS:
·  Cal Ripken Little League is looking for Shohola to Sponsor one of their teams. Cost of Sponsorship is a donation in the amount $275.00.  Motion to sponsor a team with the donation of $275.00, made by Supervisor Raser, second by Vice-Chair Hoeper, motion carried.

· Ambulance Service - Public Comment – Chief Malzahn, 1st Asst. Chief Matt Weimann, 2nd Asst. Chief Chris Malzahn, Tim Navitsky, Brad Dellert, Bredon Keegan,  Jeff DeGrout, commented on the sustainability, quality of care and long term plans of Pike County ALS and have recommended to the Board that they terminate their relationship with Pike County ALS and hire Atlantic Ambulance to service the Township and use them as the primary ambulance service.

·  Kyle Wright,  Pike County ALS: Began by stating that they were not looking to merge with Atlantic    Ambulance, but were looking at five other companies they considered merging with.  He stated that Pike County ALS is no different and is held to the same standards as every ambulance company.  He also stated that PC ALS never asked for a donation from the Township that is was the former administration that offered the $10,000.00.  He stated that their problem with sustainability is a valid concern and that they have lost market share which has caused much of that problem and they are dealing with competing with large corporations. 

· Supervisor Raser asked is Pike County ALS had tracking devices in their vehicles.  Kyle Wright advised that they are fully equipped with an Advanced Vehicle Locators and had suggested that the County use a system that can locate the closest available ambulance, but the County has not shown any interest in that system.  Supervisor Raser stated that the County needs to get on board with the AVL’s.

· Chairman Fluhr – stated the responsibility of this Board is to protect the public and he had viewed a video that was very disturbing and is worried that there is a managerial problem that would allow this behavior that was displayed on this video to happen.  

· Supervisor Raser – stated that he has spoken to several residents in Shohola and their main concern is the cost of Atlantic Ambulance.  He is aware that there is a compassionate billing policy and asked that Atlantic Ambulance explain their policy to the public. 

· Michael Scovil for Atlantic Ambulance explained in detail how ambulance companies are paid and what their specific compassionate billing policy entails.

· Solicitor Ohliger:  brought up that during the last meeting with Pike County ALS, Shohola Township Fire Department made them an offer to let them use the Walker Lake Fire House to put an ambulance there.  He asked if Kyle had a response to that offer.

· Kyle Wright:  advised the Board that the offer had been discussed and that using that facility would save Pike ALS roughly $13,000.00 on housing and utilities but it would cost more in call volume in Milford to the tune of $32,000.00. 

· Dave Farrington: asked the difference between the 1st and 2nd responders.

· Carrie Thomas:  Commented on the income data of Shohola and showed concern that Atlantic Ambulance would be costly to those who could not afford their services.

· Supervisor Raser – stated that he didn’t want to throw Pike County ALS out of Shohola, therefore, his recommendation is that the Board selects the closest ambulance be dispatched to Shohola.

· Shirley Mascuo asked why there would have to be a primary and secondary service provider.

· Chairman Fluhr, stated that the Board should contact the County and discuss how they can have both ambulance service made available and to select the closest one available.  Motion to table this topic to the next meeting made by Chairman Fluhr, second by Supervisor Raser, motion carried.


REPORTS TO THE BOARD
1. Sewage/Zoning – see attached.
1. Police – Report Attached
1. Road Department- 38 inches of snow total thus far this winter and pot holes are being patched. 
1. Park Committee – Announced that their annual flyers are going out next week which contain the calendar of events as wells as advertisements from local businesses which will serve as a directory of local services.
1. Fire Department – responded to 20 emergency calls.  The Chief announced that the Fire Department was having a concern on Saturday, March 16, 2013 called “Dead in winter”, featuring a Grateful Dead cover band.  


SUPERVIORS COMMENTS:
· Supervisors Raser advised the public that Channel 13 was called regarding the concerns of the deteriorated trestle over Route 434 and the inspector was out to do an inspection the day after Channel 13 made an inquiry.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:	

· Dave Farrington - complimented the Board on the job they are doing with making a decision on the ambulance service.
· Carrie Thomas – thanked the Road Department for keeping Shohola Falls Road clean.
· Aaron Robinson – advised the Board that he received a call from Penn DOT about his concerns of Route 434 and they told him that they are out of money.  

Motion to adjourn at 9:22pm, made by Chairman Fluhr, second by Supervisor Raser,  motion carried.

Respectfully Submitted


Diana Blume
Township Secretary
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